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Potential 2017-18 Sunrise 6th Grade to Ferrucci Transition Planning 
Frequently Asked Questions 

  
The Puyallup School Board will consider on February 27, 2017 whether or not to move Sunrise 
Elementary sixth graders to Ferrucci Junior High next fall as part of a two-year plan to address 
continued enrollment growth in the district, prior to the September 2019 opening/expansion of 
several elementary schools as part of the voter-approved Bond Package. 
   
These questions were generated by Zeiger, Fruitland, Northwood and Mt. View parents and staff at 
parent meetings and many of the answers were found during visits to Ballou to observe the 
Zeiger/Ballou plan in action.  More questions and answers will continue to be added to this list as we 
plan for a spring parent and student transitions events and activities.  
 
Q: When will sixth graders start and end school next year? 
A: Sixth graders will follow the same Ferrucci Junior High start and dismissal times. 
  
Q: Where will sixth graders be housed during the school day? 
A: Sixth graders will spend most of their school day learning in temporary instructional spaces, also 
known as portable classrooms, located near the back of the Ferrucci Junior High campus adjacent to 
the main building. 
  
Q: Will sixth graders be taught the same adopted elementary curriculum as other sixth graders in the 
school district? 
A: Sixth graders will receive instruction in the same core curriculum (English, math, social studies, 
and science) as their sixth-grade peers around the district.  
  
Q: Will sixth graders be offered elective classes? 
A: Sixth graders who took band or orchestra as fifth graders this year, and incoming sixth graders 
who planned to participate in band or orchestra for the first time, will have an opportunity to sign up 
for band or orchestra as an elective class during the regular school day.  
  
Q: Will sixth graders continue to receive music instruction? 
A: Yes, all sixth graders will receive music instruction. 
  
Q: Will students have P.E.? 
A: Yes, sixth graders will go to the Ferrucci Junior High gym for P.E. class. They will change into 
gym clothes for class and back into their school clothes after class in the locker room, where they 
will be assigned a locker.  
  
Q: Will students attend junior high assemblies with other students at the school? 
A: Yes, sixth graders will attend junior high assemblies with seventh, eighth, and ninth graders. 
  
Q: Will students eat lunch in the Commons? 
A: Yes, they will eat lunch in the Commons. When lunch will be is yet to be determined. Sixth 
graders will have an opportunity to bring or buy their lunch and may also purchase items, such as 
frozen yogurt or cookies, at the school’s “snack station.” 
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Q: Will sixth graders have access to junior high support services, such as the nurse, special education 
staff, librarian, and counselor? 
A: Yes, sixth graders will be served by junior high school support services. 
  
Q: Will sixth graders become part of the everyday life at the junior high? 
A: Yes, sixth graders will be fully welcomed and become part of the culture at Ferrucci Junior High. 
They will be considered as Ferrucci Cougars along with all other students on the campus.  
  
Q: Will there be leadership opportunities for sixth graders at the junior high? 
A: Yes, sixth graders will be eligible to become class representatives and to participate in leadership 
activities such as food drives, intramural sports, and school assemblies. 
  
Q: Who will sixth graders have for a principal? 
A: Sixth graders will have the same principal as students in grades seven through nine. This year, 
Brian Fosnick is principal and Kamrica Ary-Turner is assistant principal. 
  
Q: Will sixth graders be able to purchase a Ferrucci Junior High Associated Student Body (ASB) 
card? 
A: Yes, they may purchase a Ferrucci Junior High ASB card. 
  
Q: Will sixth graders be included in the Ferrucci Junior High yearbook? 
A: Yes, sixth graders will have their photos included in the junior high yearbook. 
  
Q: May students participate in after-school junior high clubs and activities? 
A: Yes, sixth graders will be invited to participate in all after-school junior high clubs and activities. 
They will be welcomed at junior high school events such as sporting events, concerts, and drama 
productions. 
  
Q: Will sixth graders be able to participate in after-school junior high sports? 
A: Sixth graders may participate in after-school intramural sports at the junior high, including co-ed 
volleyball, girls basketball, and boys basketball. Due to Washington Interscholastic Athletics and 
Activities regulations, sixth graders will not be able to participate in junior varsity or varsity sports. 
  
Q: Will sixth graders have an opportunity to participate in the annual Elementary Track Meet, the 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) Showcase, and the Honoring Cultures and 
Diversity Celebration, at the Washington State Spring Fair in Puyallup? 
A: Yes, sixth graders will have an opportunity to participate in the Elementary Track Meet and both 
educational events at the Washington State Spring Fair in Puyallup. 
  
Q: Will students ride the bus to and from school with seventh, eighth, and ninth graders? 
A: Yes, sixth graders will ride the school bus with other Ferrucci Junior High students. Seats will be 
reserved at the front of the bus for any sixth graders who wish to sit there. Fifth- and sixth-grade 
band and orchestra students have been riding buses with other Ferrucci Junior High students for years 
to attend music classes at the junior high prior to the start of the elementary school day. 
  
 
 

 


